PATCHWORK                                          "B"
situation is a great help to E.
It must be maddening, I gather from what E.
says, to have people like the clerk, S------G------,
dithering about at times like this.
I started the bearer looking for scorpions to-day.
One has to have a periodical search for them even
in the cold weather, and we haven't had a scorpion
hunt for three weeks. Beastly little things! They
get behind pictures, in shoes and in any odd corner.
Their sting is fearful, agonisingly painful and some-
times fatal. I don't think that there is any antidote
with which one can be injected after one has been
stung by a scorpion; but I suppose that such an
antidote will eventually be discovered. I wonder
why Nature should give to such a little beast such
a seemingly disproportionate power of life and
death, since it cannot eat the carcase of a man when
it has killed one.
Bearer found two, one behind Pope Leo IX. and
one just inside the turned-up edge of the matting
in our bedroom, where it is a few inches too wide
for the room. He killed them both extraordinarily
quickly with a stick, dealing them savage, unerring
blows in a strangely animal way.
Scorpions are odd-looking creatures, with their
little dark plated tails lifted up in that pert yet
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